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Holocaust Awareness Committee Members 

Note: We do not have a complete list from HAC’s 1977 inception.  This list is a work in progress 

 
1993 

Philip Backstrom 

Ava M. Baker 

Robin Cohen 

Martin R. Federman 

Bill C. Giessen 

Colin B. Gracey 

Gerald Herman 

Nancy Korn 

Jeanetter MacAdam 

Matthew Schlager 

Alice Scott 

Harvey Vetstein 

Esther B. Williams 

Elizabeth J. Wyka, Convener 
 
1994 

Philip Backstrom 

Ava M. Costello 

Bill C. Giessen 

Gerald Herman 

Joshua Jacobson 

Jeanette A. MacAdam 

Anne Meirowitz 

Matthew Schlager 

Esther Williams 

Elizabeth J. Wyka, Chair 
 
1997 

Phyllis Albert-Mitzman 

Philip Backstrom 

Lisa Bing 

Spencer Blakeslee 

Ava Costello 

Ricky Ezrin 

Julie Franzek, Recording Secretary 

Bill Giessen 

Colin Gracey, Chaplain 

Ann Grenell, Vice-Chair 

Jeanette MacAdam 
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Debra Mandel 

Beth Meltzer, Chaplain 

Sermin Muctehitzade 

Susan Philip 

David Phillips 

James Ross 

Nirvi Shah 

Harvey Vetstein 

Esther Williams 

Tamar Winter 

Rose Zoltek-Jick 
 
1999 

Philip Backstrom 

Samuel J. Bernstein 

Ava Costello 

Bill Giessen 

Colin Gracey, Chaplain 

Ann Grenell 

Gerald Herman 

Josh Jacobson 

Jeannie R. Lawton, Vice Chair 

Jeanette MacAdam, Chair 

Debra Mandel 

Beth Meltzer 

Susan Philip 

David Phillips 

Esther Williams 

Elizabeth Wyka 

Rose Zoltek-Jick 
 
2002 

Philip Backstrom 

Samuel Bernstein 

Ava Costello 

Bill Giessen 

Colin Gracey 

Ann Grenell 

Gerald Herman 

Joshua Jacobson 

Debra Kaufman 

Joan Krizack 

Kristin Lynch 



 

 3 

Debra Mandel 

Beth Meltzer 

William Miles 

David Phillips 

Esther Williams 
 
2003 

Philip N. Backstrom, Jr. 

Samuel Bernstein 

Christina Braidotti 

Kathy Brenner 

Janet Carr 

Ava Costello 

Miriam Diamond 

Bill Giessen 

Arvin Grabel 

Colin Gracey, Chaplain 

Ann M. Grenell, Chair 

Gerald Herman 

Joshua Jacobson 

Debra Kaufman 

Joan Krizack 

Liz Larcano, Secretary 

Dara Liguori 

Walter Lind 

Debra Mandel 

Jared McBride, Chaplain 

Beth Meltzer 

William Miles 

David Phillips 

Vivian Rubenstein 

Diann Siegel 

Sally Solomon 

Kristin Stanley, Co-Chair 

Howard N. Steinberg 

Helene Tischler 

James Weiss 

Esther Williams 

Michael Woodnick 

Elizabeth Wyka 
 
2004 

Philip N. Backstrom, Jr. 
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Samuel J. Bernstein 

Christina Braidotti, Co-Chair 

Kathy Brenner 

Jennifer Burke 

Ava Costello 

Miriam Diamond 

Bill Giessen 

Arvin Grabel 

Colin Gracey, Chaplain 

Ann M. Grenell 

Gerald Herman 

Joshua Jacobson 

Debra Kaufman 

Joan Krizack 

Dara Liguori 

Walter Lind 

Debra Mandel 

James McBride 

Beth Meltzer, Chaplain 

David Phillips 

Brandy Purcell 

Vivian Rubenstein 

Sally Solomon 

Kristin Stanley 

James Weiss, Chair 

Esther Williams 

Elizabeth Wyka 
 
2005 

Philip N. Backstrom, Jr. 

Samuel J. Bernstein 

Christina Braidotti, Chair 

Jennifer Burke 

Ava Costello 

Miriam Diamond 

Bil Giessen 

Ann M. Grenell 

Gerald Herman 

Joshua Jacobson 

Dara Liguori 

Debra Mandel 

Beth Meltzer, Chaplain 

David Phillips 



 

 5 

Brandy Purcell 

Vivian Rubenstein 

Sally Solomon 

Kristin Stanley 

James Weiss, Co-Chair 

ELizabeth Wyka 
 
2006 

Philip N. Backstrom, Jr. 

Samuel J. Bernstein 

Christina Braidotti, Co-Chair 

Ava Costello 

Bill Giessen 

Ann Grenell 

Gerald Herman 

Joshua Jacobson 

Debra Mandel 

Beth Meltzer, Chaplain 

David Phillips 

Brandy Purcell 

Vivian Rubenstein 

Sally Solomon 

James Weiss, Chair 

Elizabeth Wyka 
 
2007 

Philip N. Backstrom, Jr. 

Samuel J. Bernstein 

Christina Braidotti 

Ava Costello 

Bill Giessen 

Ann M. Grenell, Co-Chair 

Gerald Herman 

Joshua Jacobson 

Dara Liguori 

Walter Lind 

Debra Mandel 

Beth Meltzer, Chaplain 

David Phillips 

Brandy Purcell 

Vivian Rubenstein 

Sally Solomon 

Helene Tischler 
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James Weiss 

Elizabeth Wyka, Chair 

Zeb Zigas 
 
2008 

Philip N. Backstrom, Jr. 

Samuel J. Bernstein 

Christina Braidotti 

Ava Costello 

Bill Giessen 

Ann M. Grenell, Chair 

Shelli Jankowski-Smith 

Debra Kaufman 

Bryanne Mahoney 

Debra Mandel 

Beth Meltzer, Co-Chair 

William Miles 

Laura O'Regan 

David Phillips 

Ashley Pousland 

Brandy Purcell 

Michael Raphael 

Vivian Rubenstein 

Sally Solomon 

Helene Tischler 

Elizabeth Wyka 

Zeb Zigas 
 
2009 

Philip N. Backstrom, Jr. 

Samuel J. Bernstein 

Christina Braidotti 

Ava Costello, Co-Chair 

Sophia Ezomoghene 

Bill Giessen 

Ann M. Grenell 

Gerald Herman 

Joshua Jacobson 

Shelli Jankowski-Smith 

Debra Kaufman 

Joan Krizack 

Debra Mandel 

Beth Meltzer, Chair 
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William Miles 

David Phillips 

Brandy Purcell 

Vivian Rubenstein 

Helene Tischler 

Elizabeth Wyka 
 
2010 

Philip N. Backstrom, Jr. 

Samuel J. Bernstein 

Christina Braidotti 

Ava Costello 

Jessica Frost 

Ann M. Grenell 

Gerald Herman 

Debra Mandel 

Beth Meltzer 

Joshua Jacobson 

Shelli Jankowski-Smith 

Brandy Purcell 

Vivian Rubenstein 

Lihua Wang 
Elizabeth Wyka 
 
2011 
Philip Backstrom, Jr (Founder and Emeritus) 
Christina Braidotti 
Sarina Chen 
Ava Costello 
Jessica Frost 
Ann M. Grenell (Chair) 
Gerald Herman 
Laurel Leff 
Lori Lefkovitz 
Debra Mandel 
David M. Phillips, Esq. 
Brandy Purcell 
Nathaniel Rickles 
Carol Rosskam 
Vivian Rubinstein 
Lihua Wang 
Elizabeth Wyka 
 
2012 
Ann Grenell, Chair 
Sarina Chen 
Erika Koss 
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Lori Lefkovitz 
Debra Mandel 
Peri Onipede 
Uta Poiger 
Nathaniel Rickels 
James Ross 
Susan Setta 
 
 
2013 
James Ross, Chair  
Elizabeth Bucar 
Kelly Ganon 
Gerald Herman 
 
Alexander Levering Kern 
Erika Koss 
Laurel Leff 
Lori Lefkovitz 
Peri Onipede 
Nathaniel Rickles 
Jenny Sartori 
Heather Viola 
 
2014 
Max Abrahms  
Arinne Braverman 
Hinda Eisen  
Gerry Herman 
Alex Kern 
Erika Koss 
Laurel Leff, Chair 
Lori Lefkovitz 
Debra Mandel 
Peri Onipede 
Jim Ross 
Jenny Sartori 
Ellie Schachter 
Rose Zoltek-Jick  
 
2015 
Max Abrahms 
Elijah Botkin 
Rudy N. Breteler 
Phil Brown 
Alexander Levering Kern 
Erika Koss  
Laurel Leff, Chair 
 Lori Lefkovitz 
Debra Mandel 
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2016 
Max Abrahms 
Natalie Bormann 
Phil Brown 
Eli Herb 
Alexander Levering Kern 
Erika Koss 
Laurel Leff, Chair  
Lori Lefkovitz 
Debra Mandel 
James Ross 
Jenny Sartori 
Madelyn Stone 
Dov Waxman 
Danielle Murad Weiss 
Rose Zoltek-Jick 
 
2017 
Max Abrahms 
Martin Blatt 
Natalie Bormann 
Phil Brown 
Alison Nicole Campbell,  
Nadav David 
Alexander Levering Kern 
Laurel Leff  
Lori Lefkovitz 
Debra Mandel 
James Ross  
Jenny Sartori 
Dov Waxman, Chair  
Rose Zoltek-Jick 
 
2018 
Martin Blatt 
Natalie Bormann 
Alexander Kern 
Laurel Leff 
Lori Lefkovitz 
Debra Mandel 
Gordana Rabrenovic 
Hannah Sattler 
Danielle Murad Waiss 
Dov Waxman, Chair 
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